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Funds Raised through Gala Honoring Texas Nurses Will Support 
State Efforts to Advance Health Care through Nursing 

 
 
The Texas Team Action Coalition, a statewide coalition working to advance health care through 
nursing, today announced grants to five new programs focusing on improving nursing education 
and nursing practice in the state. The grants, which total more than $130,000, are from the 
Promise of Nursing for Texas Grant Program. Funds for the Program were raised at a gala 
fundraising event hosted by Johnson & Johnson last February. 
 
The new projects include: 
 

• A survey and website for nursing administrators, nursing faculty and clinical nurses to 
increase awareness and use of the Institute of Medicine’s landmark report The Future of 
Nursing: Leading Change, Advancing Health. The report’s recommendations are the 
basis of the work of the Future of Nursing: Campaign for Action. The Texas Team is one 
of 51 action coalitions nationwide that are part of the Campaign. 

 
• A pilot program involving engaging nurses in helping patients make informed decisions 

about their health care. Texas is the pilot site for nursing implementation of Choosing 
Wisely, a national initiative that involves educating patients so they can make care 
decisions based on research evidence.  

 
• Expedition Rio Grande, a project that includes mentoring programs for nursing students, 

expanding a Maker Nurse Project (to encourage innovation in nursing care), and 
expanding a training program that prepares nurses to serve on boards of directors. 

 
• A community-based public health externship that will prepare new nurses to practice in 

community settings. 
 

• A training course for nurse faculty and nursing students intended to facilitate the use of 
technology in nursing curricula. 

 



“We are so grateful to Johnson & Johnson for their support in hosting the gala that provided the 
funding we needed for this grant program,” said Cole Edmonson, DNP, RN, FACHE, NEA-BC, 
co-lead of the Texas Team. “These innovating and exciting projects will truly advance the 
nursing leadership, education and practice recommendations of the Institute of Medicine’s report 
on the future of nursing in our state.” 
 
The Promise of Nursing for Texas Grant Program is administered by the Foundation of the 
National Student Nurses’ Association.  Funding for the grant program was contributed by several 
hospitals and health care agencies in the Texas area, by Johnson & Johnson, and by national 
companies with an interest in supporting nursing education.  The funds were raised at gala 
fundraising event sponsored by Johnson & Johnson. 
 
The Future of Nursing: Campaign for Action is a joint initiative of the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation and AARP working to implement the evidence-based recommendations in the 
Institute of Medicine’s landmark report, The Future of Nursing: Leading Change, Advancing 
Health. 
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About the Texas Team 
Texas Team is a part of the Future of Nursing: Campaign for Action, a nationwide movement to 
improve health and health care through nursing. An initiative of AARP and the Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation, the Campaign includes Action Coalitions in 50 states and the District of 
Columbia working to implement the Institute of Medicine’s Future of Nursing recommendations. 
The Texas Nurses Association is also a co-sponsor of the Texas Team. 
Get connected to the Texas Team:  
Web: http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/chs/cnws/texasteam/ or http://campaignforaction.org/state/texas 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/TxTeamNursing.  
 
About the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
For more than 40 years the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation has worked to improve the health and 
health care. We are striving to build a national Culture of Health that will enable all to live longer, 
healthier lives now and for generations to come. For more information, visit www.rwjf.org. Follow the 
Foundation on Twitter at www.rwjf.org/twitter or on Facebook at www.rwjf.org/facebook. Follow the 
Foundation on Twitter www.rwjf.org/twitter  or Facebook www.rwjf.org/facebook.  
 
 
 
  
	  

 
 


